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Blue Skies 
Blue skies smiling at me 
Nothing but blue skies do I see 
Bluebird singing a song 
Nothing but bluebirds all day long 
Never saw the sun shining so bright 
Never saw things going so right 
Noticing the days hurrying by 
When you're in love, my how they fly 
Blue days all of them gone 
Nothing but blue skies from now on 
I never saw the sun shining so bright 
Never saw things going oh-so right 
Noticing the days hurrying by 
When you're in love, my how they fly 
Blue days 
All of them gone 
Nothing but blue skies 
From now on 
  
Smile 
Smile, though your heart is aching 
Smile, even though it’s breaking 
When there are clouds in the sky you’ll get 
by 
If you smile through your fear and sorrow 
Smile and maybe tomorrow 
You’ll see the sun come shining through 
for you 

Light up your face with gladness 
Hide every trace of sadness 
Although a tear may be ever so near 
That’s the time you must keep on trying 
Smile what’s the use of crying 
You’ll find that life is still worthwhile 
If you’ll just smile. 

 
 
What Happens When a Woman Takes 
Power 
What happens when a woman takes power?  
What happens when she won’t back down? 
What happens when a woman takes power? 
What happens?   What happens? 
What happens when a woman takes power?  
What happens when she won’t back down? 
What happens when a woman takes power? 
What happens?   What happens? 
What happens when a woman takes power?  
What happens when she won’t back down? 

What happens when a woman takes power? 
What happens when she wears the crown? 
What happens when she rules her own 
body?  What happens when she sets the 
beat? 
What happens when she bows to nobody? 
What happens when she stands on her 
Own two feet? 
What happens when a woman takes power?  
What happens when she won’t back down? 
What happens when a woman takes power? 
What happens?   What happens? 
What happens when a woman takes power?  
What happens when she won’t back down? 
What happens when a woman takes power?  
What happens when she wears the crown? 
 
Woah---we rise above 
We lead with love. 
We have won, we are one, 
We’ve just begun.  
What happens when a woman takes power?  
What happens when she won’t back down? 
What happens when a woman takes power? 
What happens?   What happens? 
What happens when a woman takes power?  
What happens when she won’t back down? 
What happens when a woman takes power?  
What happens , what happens?  What 
happens, what happens?  
What happens when she wears the crown? 
 
 
True Colors 
You with the sad eyes 
Don't be discouraged, oh I realize 
It's hard to take courage 
In a world full of people, you can lose sight 
of it all 
The darkness inside you can make you feel 
so small 
Show me a smile then 
Don't be unhappy- can't remember whenI 
last saw you laughing 
This world makes you crazy and you've 
taken all you can bear 
Just call me up ‘cause I will always be there 
And I see your true colors shining through 
I see your true colors 
And that's why I love you 
So don't be afraid to let them show 
Your true colors, true colors are beautiful 



 
         

I see your true colors 
Shining through (true colors) 
I see your true colors 
And that's why I love you 
So don't be afraid to let them show 
Your true colors, true colors are beautiful 
(they're beautiful) 
Like a rainbow 
 
 
 

Why a Caged Bird Sings 
A free bird leaps on the back of the wind    
and floats downstream till the current ends 
and dips his wing in the orange sun rays 
and dares to claim the sky. 
But a bird that stalks down his narrow cage 
can seldom see through his bars of rage 
his wings are clipped and  his feet are tied 
so he opens his throat to sing. 
The caged bird sings with a fearful trill    
of things unknown but longed for still    
and his tune is heard on the distant hill    
for the caged bird    
sings of freedom. 
The free bird thinks of another breeze 
and the trade winds soft through the sighing 

trees 
and the fat worms waiting on a dawn bright 

lawn 
and he names the sky his own 
But a caged bird stands on the grave of 

dreams    
his shadow shouts on a nightmare scream    
his wings are clipped and his feet are tied    
so he opens his throat to sing. 
The caged bird sings with a fearful trill    
of things unknown but longed for still    
and his tune is heard on the distant hill    
for the caged bird    
sings of freedom. 
 

 
 
 

Songbird  
I am a Songbird; I will sing anything.  
Give me a tune, I will spin you gold. 
Closer you come to the Songbird weaving,  
Stronger the thread of the music’s hold, 
Feel in the breeze a breath, a soaring  

Song to you, and hear me say: 
‘I am a Songbird; I will sing anything. 
 Follow the breeze and come my way!’ 
One little bird on a branch sits fanning 
 Amber wings to the passers by. 
Two little birds in flight are threading  
Webs of gold in an endless sky. 
Three little birds with brushes painting  
Moonlit sighs in the heart of day. 
Four little birds with voices gleaming 
 Breathe to the wind singing ‘come my way!’ 
Sing little bird so sweetly.  
Drown my fears completely. 
Five little birds with feathers fluffing 
Stretch and spread in the midday sun. Six 
little birds are cooing, humming, Drawing 
the eyes of ev’ryone. 
Seven little birds in fountains splashing. 
Droplets soar, they fawn and play. 
Eight little birds raise voices higher,  
Breathe to the wind singing, ‘come my way!’ 
Sing little bird so sweetly. Drown my fears 
completely. 
Fly, little Songbirds, to the horizon. 
Land meets sky and sky meets sea.  
Dance, little Songbirds, flick your feathers, 
Move the current, carry me! 
Sing, little Songbirds, call to your lovers. 
Draw them in completely. 
You, little Songbirds, you can sing anything.  
I follow the wind and I come your way. 

 
 
Threads of Joy 
I have noticed joy, how it threads below the 

darkness. 
I have noticed joy, have you seen it too? 
I have noticed joy, have you heard it, 
How it speaks the unspeakable, 
The bliss? 
A kind of silence, a light beneath pain.  
Have you noticed?  Have you seen it? 
It rises like fingers, like fingers and then-then-

then 
It presses through, presses through. 
I ‘ve noticed joy, it threads the darkness. 
I’ve noticed joy. Have you seen it too? 
I’ve noticed joy. Have you heard it,  
How is speaks the unspeakable the bliss? 
A kind of silence, a light beneath pain.  
Have you noticed?  Have you seen it? 
It rises like fingers, like fingers, like fingers, 



 
         

It presses through,  it presses through. 
It presses through. 
I have noticed joy how it threads below the 

darkness.  
Joy, joy, the threads of joy. 
 
Down in the River to Pray 
As I went down in the river to pray 
Studying about that good ol' way 
And who shall wear the starry crown 
Good Lord, show me the way 
O sisters, let's go down 
Let's go down, come on down 
O sisters, let's go down 
Down in the river to pray 
As I went down in the river to pray 
Studying about that good ol' way 
And who shall wear the robe and crown 
Good Lord, show me the way 
O brothers, let's go down 
Let's go down, come on down 
Come on, brothers, let's go down 
Down in the river to pray 
As I went down in the river to pray 
Studying about that good ol' way 
And who shall wear the starry crown 
Good Lord, show me the way 
O fathers, let's go down 
Let's go down, come on down 
O fathers, let's go down 
Down in the river to pray 
As I went down in the river to pray 
Studying about that good ol' way 
And who shall wear the robe and crown 
Good Lord, show me the way 
O mothers, let's go down 
Come on down, don't you wanna go down? 
Come on, mothers, let's go down 
Down in the river to pray 
As I went down in the river to pray 
Studying about that good ol' way 
And who shall wear the starry crown 
Good Lord, show me the way 
O sinners, let's go down 
Let's go down, come on down 
O sinners, let's go down 
Down in the river to pray 
As I went down in the river to pray 
Studying about that good ol' way 
And who shall wear the robe and crown 
Good Lord, show me the way 

 

 
 
 

 Long Overdue, composed by Andrea 
Ramsey 

Got a plan for myself 
Gonna straighten my spine 
Got a plan for myself 
Gonna make my light shine 
Got a plan for myself, you come too, 
And together we’ll stand up tall and shape a 
new world me and you. 

Got a dream in my heart, gonna see a new day. 
Got a dream in my heart, can’t scare it away. 
Got a dream in my heart, you do too? 
So why would we wait any longer to make this 
dream come true? 

If we’re all bound up together as one great 
humanity, let us build a world 

Where everyone has opportunity. 
If we dream of something better, if we’re 
seeking equity, 

May our hope give way to action, may we be 
the change we need. 

Got a fire in my bones, and a spirit that’s 
strong. 

Got a fire in my bones, we’ve gotta right 
wrongs, 

Got a fire in my bones, burns clean through  
‘cause we can’t heal the pain if we won’t look at 
the truth. 

If you wanna see change, it comes from you. 
If you wanna see change, there’s work we can 
do. 

If you wanna see change, I do, too. 
So let’s go do our part ‘cause change is long 
overdue. 

If we’re all bound up together as one great 
humanity, let us build a world 

Where everyone has opportunity. 
If we dream of something better, if we’re 
seeking equity, 

May our hope give way to action, may we be 
the change we need. 

Be the change! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
         

Sing 
It doesn't matter if your days are long (Sing!) 
It doesn't matter if your night's gone wrong 
(Sing!) 

Just clap your hands and stomp your feet and 
sing it (Whoa, sing!) 

It doesn't matter if he let you go (Sing!) 
It doesn't matter if she hurt you so (Sing!)  
Get up and dance, just feel that beat and sing it 
(Whoa, sing!) 

I don't know what you've been told 
But music make you lose control 
Sing, sing, sing, sing 
Sing it out as hard as you can 
Make 'em hear ya from LA to Japan 
Don't let 'em bring you down 
This is how we do it now 
Go and roll them windows down and 
Sing, sing, sing, sing 
Sing it with your hands in the sky 
Light it up like it's the 4th of July 
Don't let 'em bring you down 
You know what I'm talking 'bout 
A little bit louder now 
It doesn't matter if you're way off track (Sing!) 
Feel like you're headed for a heart attack 
(Sing!) 
Just raise your voice and bring the noise and 
sing it (Whoa, sing!) 
Sing for your mama, sing for your daughter 
(Sing!) 
Sing for you sisters, misters, best friends, 
brother (Sing!) 
Cause I don't know what you've been told 
But music make you lose control (Sing!) 
Sing, sing, sing, sing 
Sing it out as hard as you can 
Make 'em hear ya from LA to Japan 
Don't let 'em bring you down 
This is how we do it now 
Go and roll them windows down and 
Sing, sing, sing, sing 
Sing it with your hands in the sky 
Light it up like it's the 4th of July 
Don't let 'em bring you down 
You know what I'm talking 'bout 
A little bit louder now 
Sing it for your mama, ay 
Sing it for your papa, ay 
Sing it for the whole world 
For your boy or girl, for your #1 bae 
KO on the beat, okay? 

I'm the human 808 
Go ahead, go sing it, don't talk 
Cause the beat won't stop 
No way, way, way, way 
Sing, sing, sing, sing 
Sing it out as hard as you can 
Make 'em hear ya from LA to Japan 
Don't let 'em bring you down 
This is how we do it now 
Go and roll them windows down and 
Sing, sing, sing, sing 
Sing it with your hands in the sky 
Light it up like it's the 4th of July 
Don't let 'em bring you down 
You know what I'm talking 'bout 
A little bit louder now 
You know what I'm talking 'bout 
Sing a little bit louder now 
Ooh-Let me hear you sing 


